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If these are limited and prescribed by the organic or fundamental
‘law, which brings such a convention into being, the organic law
g0 limiling and prescribing becomes in this respect thé law of its
being,and it can be controlled by none other. The undersigned
have therefore, felt no difficulty in supposing, that the Generaf As-
sembly may regulate the basis of repiesentation in the convention,
and otherwise so restrict its action, as to make it in all respects ac-
ceptable to every portion of the state. 1f the undersigned enter-
tained any doubts upon this subject, they have found abundant
neans of being relieved from them, by reference to the constitu-
tions of many of the States of the Union, in which restrictions and
limitations of a similar character to those referred to, are found te be
imposed on the conventions, authorised (0 be called, for their
amendment—testrictions not only as 10 the basis of representdtion,
but in some of them upon the general powers of the convention, in
reference (o subjects of particular interest to the people. They re-
fer more particularly to the constitutions of the states of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Mississippi, Delaware, and New Hampshire,
all of which contain restiictions as (o the basis of 1epresentation;
and to the constitutions of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and of most of
the non-claveholding States in which restrictions are imposed on
the power tointroduce slavery within their Lmits.

- In view of these precedents, the undersigned have not hesitated
to recommend such restrictions upon the convention authorized to
be called by the proposed amendment of the constitution of Ma-
ryland, as will disarm it of those terrors which have hitherto been
ascribed to it, and render it more likely to meet with the sanction
of the people, in all poriions of the Siate. :

It would seem (o be too clear, to admit of a reasonable doubt,
thatif the Legislature, in the exercise of the constitution making
power, is competent to limit or restrict the convention which it
may ptovide for the purpose of making amendmeants, in regard to
questions of the basis of representation; and the like, it iz alse com-
petent for the Legislature to impose any other just and reasonable
limitation upon its powers, and particulaily upon its mode of organi-
zation, which may be called for, by a due regard 10 the public in-
terest. Impressed with these convictions, the undersigned propose
that the convention when called shall be formed into two bodies—
an upper and a lower House. Tlhe lower House 10 consist of the
same number of Delegates as now compose the House of Dele-
gates, to be elected in the same manner and proportions, as they
are now chosen to that body; and the upper House to consist of
one from each county, and city of Baluimore, to be chosen in the
same manner as the members of the Senate are now elected.
This organization seems (o the undersigned to be entirely unex-
ceptionable, and in their opinion is required by the same considera-
tions of wisdom and policy, which under all governments have
rendered it necessaty to provide Senatorial checks upon the popular
branch of the Legislative depariments of government. 1If such
checks have been deemed at all times esseniial and piroper upsn
the ‘lnw.making power, the undersigned cannot sec, why they
should not be equally so, when the fundamental or organic law is
to be made, which coutrols and regulates all others.

In couclusion the undersigned beg leave to present the following



